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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

“We shall have no better conditions 
in the future if we are satisfied with 
all those we have at present.”  
Thomas Edison 
 

Our school has a very can-do      
attitude and now that Spring finally 
seems to have arrived, the warmer 
weather has helped to lift all our 
spirits even more. There are always 
a million and one things going on 
here but over the weeks up to 
Easter and beyond, the staff and 
students will be working hard to   
establish a clear focus on learning.  
 

I shall be reminding students about 
the basics like getting to lessons on 
time, in the right uniform and with 
the right equipment but more       
importantly, we all need to learn 
how to learn better both now and 
into the future.  

My aim is that students become: 
♦ More independent enquirers 

♦ More creative thinkers 
♦ More reflective learners 
♦ Stronger team workers 

 

The government calls these        
personal, learning and thinking 
Skills (or PLTS). I call them skills for 
learning and life. By developing 
these skills over time, our young 
people will become more confident 
and happier in what they do and will 
make better progress. That means a 
better future for us all. 
 

As far as our Sports Status bid is 
concerned, we are currently        
undertaking a survey of students’ 
sport and leisure pursuits. But how 
do we involve the local community 
in deciding what facilities to offer? 
We have a blank canvas at the    
moment and will seriously consider 

anything that meets a local need. I 
should be very grateful therefore if 
you would spend a little time      
completing the enclosed Specialist 
Status survey. Following on from 
this, there will be a Consultation 
Evening about sports status on 
Wednesday 24 March at the school 
– all are welcome to attend. Further 
details will follow. 
 

Finally, I would like to take this    
opportunity to thank the Friends of 
the School for their wonderful work 
in organising the students’ disco on 
26 February. Watching over 100 
students dance to the Macarena will 
be a lasting memory for me! I look 
forward to seeing you at the Race 
Night on 27 March. 
 

Peter Whear, 
Headteacher 

‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 

Dates for your diaryDates for your diaryDates for your diaryDates for your diary    
 
 

 

 

 

10th March: Spring Concert  

   7.30pm 
 

11th March: Year 10 Parents 

   Evening 
 

17th March: Years 7-10 Drama  

   Production 7.30pm 
 

19th March: Years 7-10 Drama 

   Production 7.30pm 
 

20th March: Years 7-10 Drama 

   Production 7.30pm 
 

27th March: Race Night in the  

   school hall from 7pm 
  

30th March: GCSE Drama Public

   Performance  6.00pm 
 

1st April:  Last day of term 

 

School resumes on Tuesday 20th April 

which is a week A 

SPECIALST STATUS BID—Sponsorship 
 
 

As a school, we need to raise £50,000 to secure additional funding from 
the government which will be used to enhance our sports facilities for the 
benefit of our students and the whole local community. 
 

Do you want to play a part in helping us realise our ambition? Would you 
like to benefit from the many opportunities to work in partnership with us? 
Do you want to become a Supporter of Old Buckenham High School? 
 

Supporters of Old Buckenham High School can choose from three       
different levels of sponsorship; gold, silver and bronze. Each of these  
levels secures a range of benefits which will allow you to have a      
prominent role in Old Buckenham High School’s future. Choose from a 
range of benefits which include:- 
 

♦ your company’s name on school correspondence and on a school 
 sports kit 
♦ your company’s name on our website 

We are appealing to parents, friends and the local community to work  
together with us to realise our ambition.  If you are able to help, or if you 
have contacts with any businesses that may be interested in working with 
the school, please contact either me or Lorraine Collins, Director of      
Finance for an informal discussion. 
 

Mr Peter Whear, Headteacher 



Governors’ News 

 

Will you remember us? 
When the news reels have stopped 
We all hope the penny has dropped. 

Will you remember us? 
 

We still need your help. 
Now the billboards have gone 
Our battle still hasn’t been won. 

We still need your help 
 

We’re still in pain. 
Our hurting won’t be leaving 
Many families lost in grieving. 

We’re still in pain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of us are dying. 
Under rubble we can hear screams 
You at home could not even dream. 

Many of us are dying. 
 

Children can be heard crying. 
Mothers, fathers all have been lost 
To stop all this isn’t a big cost. 
Children can be heard crying. 

 
So please remember us 

We still need all the help we can get 
Is it much to ask, for you to not forget? 

So please, remember us. 
 
 

By Gareth Townsend    
OBHS Poet Laureate 2010 

 

Ready to LearnReady to LearnReady to LearnReady to Learn    
 

We expect pupils to come to School with 
the basic equipment they will need in their    
lessons – as a minimum they should have 
their own pens, pencils and planners. When 
a student arrives in a lesson without     
equipment valuable time is lost while this is 
remedied, which is not fair on the rest of the 
class.  
We have a School Shop which can provide 
equipment if needed. Please support us by 
ensuring your child leaves home equipped 
for lessons. Thank you for your help with 
this.    

Will you remember us? 

Piercings and earrings 
 

We have a no piercing policy at Old 
Buckenham High School. Please 
bear this in mind if your son or 
daughter has asked if they can have 
a piercing done – students are not 
expected to wear them in school   
under any circumstances and will 
be asked to remove them. 
 
We do allow students to wear       
earrings if they wish – one plain 
stud in each ear is permitted. 
 
Thank you for helping us to      
maintain the highest standards of 
uniform and appearance. 

Keeping Old Buckenham 
pupils safe 

 

As you know, safety of our school           

community is paramount, and there are 

many procedures in place to ensure that 

everyone at Old Buckenham is safe and 

secure around the site and also that all  

students know who to turn to if they have 

any concerns. 
 

It is important that, once students arrive 

at school, they stay within the boundaries 

and only leave the site at the end of the 

school day by official/authorised         

transport.   
 

In this way we can be confident that our 

youngsters are safe at all times and we 

would appreciate your support in          

emphasising this to your children.   

Many thanks. 

February was a slower month for      
Governors, whew, a time to take stock 
and to let the School's leadership go 
about its brilliant business.  

 

Perhaps I can talk here about the      
everyday business of Governing, with 
a view to encouraging people to stand 
in the forthcoming election for a new 
Parent Governor. Governors set       
targets for the School, all sorts of   
targets. At the end of last year we 
agreed where the School should be 
aiming in its GCSE results, these are 
tough ambitious targets which show 
where Governors would like the 
School to be academically. They will 
be hard to achieve but they are      
possible, and success would place the 
School at the very highest level within 
Norfolk. Governors are required to set 
these targets each year, but of course 
we do not do this in a vacuum. The 
Head will have discussed them with 
the School leadership and with County 
advisors before bringing the options to 
Governors. We have backed our Head 
in his proposal to aim for high,        
demanding, levels.  

 

This brings us neatly on to       
Governors' other role. Having set   
targets, the Governors' duty is then to 
monitor School progress in meeting 

them. In the case of the GCSEs we 
ask for termly reports which track the 
whole School's progress, it is not just 
this year's results we are interested in 
but a sustained high quality of       
education for the future, and we are 
delighted to report that at every level 
throughout the School our lofty aims 
are broadly being met. Where some           
individuals or groups of children might 
be falling short of their potential (and 
the School now has robust systems in 
place to help identify them) this is   
reported to Governors, and the School 
is asked to target its resources into 
helping these  children. Generally of 
course School  Leaders have already 
reacted to the problem long before 
Governors become involved, and so 
we often are shown the interventions 
which are happening alongside the 
tracking results which gave rise to 
them. 

 

Finally, we wanted to report on the 
good progress being made in our bid 
for Sports Specialism with a number of 
good local business sponsors already 
in place. It is not too late to add your 
name to the list, there are significant 
opportunities, so please do contact the 
School. Sponsorship can even be 
through a 'benefit in kind'. 



Photo appeal 
 

If any parents have any   
photos or videos of the      
Inter-House Music Festival, 
the Music Department would 
love to receive copies 
(electronically or on paper) 
for a display.  Thanks. 

Don Juan 
 

Our rehearsals for ‘Don Juan’ continue.  

True to say we have had some difficulties, 

a larger number than usual finding the 

commitment difficult. However, I cannot 

praise highly enough the ‘core’ cast who 

have attended all rehearsals and have 

really taken ownership of the show, even 

to the extent of organising their own 

lunchtime rehearsals for those who have 

taken over roles at a late stage. I am 

really proud of them. 

 

Please note that the Wednesday 17th 

March performance is now the final dress 

rehearsal.  This means that there are now 

just two performances of the play, on  

Friday 19th and Saturday 20th March. 

 

Admission: £2.50 on the door  

  (under 9’s free) 

 

Thanks also to parents who also do the 

‘taxi driver’ thing so well. 

 

Mr Lynch 

You are invited to watch the GCSE 
Drama students present their final exam 
pieces, three plays, on 30th March at 
6pm: 
 

♦ ‘Kray’ The story of the  notorious 
gangsters who terrorised the East 
End of London and the ways in 
which they dealt with opposition. 

♦ ‘Inside’ Five men go to prison in 
the 70s, become friends; then 
conflict erupts before their      
release into a world they don’t  
recognise. 

♦ ‘Jade’ At her funeral, the spirit of 
the infamous, then beloved,     
reality TV star looks back on 
events that impacted on her life. 

 
 

Total length approximately 75 minutes. 
 

Admission is free. 
 

Please note that the subject matter of 
the plays may be inappropriate for very 
young children. 

 

Three Plays invitation 

Become a HOST 
 

Would your family enjoy introducing 

someone from another country to the 

British way of life? 
 

There are international students from 

all over the world at universities in 

the UK, who would love to spend a 

weekend sharing your family life. 

You could have fun introducing them 

to British food, customs, your local 

community and area—and you would 

learn about their countries and      

culture too. 
 

HOST is a national charity, backed 

by the Foreign Office, which has 

been linking students with volunteer 

hosts  for  many years .  See 

www.hostuk.org or call David Patey, 

the voluntary  organiser in Norfolk, 

on 01508 483 838. 

‘Playground to Podium’ 
 

On 12th March Mr. Cahill will be taking 
three year 10 students, Ben Morgan, 
Charlie Harvey and Jake Beck to UEA 
Sportspark in Norwich to take part in 
‘Playground to Podium—Talent ID day’. 
This event is being hailed as ‘the search 
for Norfolk’s next paralympic star’.  
 

This is a very exciting annual sports 
event and will make a great day out; 
giving the students the opportunity to 
meet lots of new friends and             
participate in various sports. We will 
keep you posted of their progress and 
wish them lots of luck! 

Inter-house Music Festival 
 

The 2nd annual OBHS Inter-house 
Music Festival took place on 10th    
February, in front of a record-breaking 
audience of 350.  I personally enjoyed 
the evening tremendously, as did the 
judging panel who were so impressed 
they even waived their fuel expenses 
claims!!  

 

They singled out three performances 
in particular as outstanding – Fix You 
(Townshend), Feeling Good (Borrow), 
and Fields of Gold (Borrow), though 
they discussed each item at length and 
were clearly impressed with all of them. 

 

Judges’ Commendation certificates 
were awarded to Jack Bidmead, Will 
Flittner, Sorrel Lawrence, Michael 
Kelly, Hannah Strode, Danni Haylett, 
Timberley Key, Georgina Heath, Beth 
Moorhouse and Tristan Butler.  

 

The Ely Award for greatest         
individual contribution went to Jess 
Murray for her solo performance of 
Fields of Gold, and the Governor’s Cup 
for the winning house went to Borrow. 

  

Congratulations to all the pupils 
who took part in any way, and also to 
all those who supported in the audience 
– your support and conduct were     
impeccable.  Also many thanks to all 
who attended on the evening—we hope 
you enjoyed the evening. I hear plans 
for 2011 have already begun… 

Mr Hilton 

Music Theory help 
 

A new music club is now up and      
running for all those pupils aiming to 
pass Music Theory grade exams.  In 
particular this is aimed at pupils who 
need to pass Grade 5 Theory (you  
cannot enter for Grade 6+ practical 
until you have passed Grade 5       
Theory), and takes the form of an    
informal drop-in session.   

Pupils will be welcome to bring their 
lunch and their theory workbooks, and 
can work through the books at their 
own pace or ask for help when needed.  
If enough pupils are at a similar stage 
in their leaning we may undertake 
some whole-class teaching of certain 
topics.   

Music Theory Workshop runs on 
Monday lunchtimes in Room 30 with 
Mrs Winters – all years welcome. 

Spring ConcertSpring ConcertSpring ConcertSpring Concert    
    
    
    

The next date in the Music diary 
is the Spring Concert on  
Wednesday 10th March, which 
promises to contain a diverse mix 
of music from the School Band, 
Jazz Band, Singing Group, Rock 
Workshop, Drama Workshop 
and a variety of small groups and 
solo items.   
 

Please do support our pupils by 
joining the audience – the show 
starts at 7:30pm, entry £2 on the 
door.  



     Ski/Snowboard Trip 2010 
 

On the 12th February, OBHS ski/snowboard trip set off to Italy for a week of FUN!    

After a 24 hour journey we arrived at our hotel in Livigno. Once settled in our rooms 

we went to ski fit to get all equipment needed for the week. 

On Sunday we all got up excited about our first day of skiing or boarding. The day 

went by very quickly and by the end of the six hours everyone was very tired. The rest of the skiing/boarding went 

very well with few injuries. Not only did we get to ski/board activities were organised 

for the   evenings such as ice skating, tubing and a disco. Although we thoroughly    

enjoyed ourselves by the end of the trip everyone was exhausted and looking forward 

to arriving home. 

We would like to thank Mrs Hunter, Mr Dwight, Mr Taylor, Mr Dixon and Miss Jones. 

 

Report written by Alice Barnett and Lily Freake 

Active Kids is back –  

Please play your part! 
 

We're participating in Sainsbury's Active 

Kids 2010. This presents a fantastic        

opportunity to collect vouchers for a 

range of additional equipment and        

experiences that gives our children the            

opportunity to learn new skills. 
 

Last year, you helped us collect 7000 

vouchers, which we put towards a table 

tennis table and other equipment. This 

year, we want to take full advantage of 

Active Kids and hope we can count on 

your support! 
 

You can collect Active Kids vouchers from 

Sainsbury's between 17 February and 8 

June. You'll receive one voucher for every 

£10 spent at any main Sainsbury's store or 

£5 spent in Sainsbury's Locals. Vouchers 

can be collected at petrol stations too and 

when you shop for groceries online.       

Nectar points can also be converted into 

vouchers – visit nectar.com for  details. 

This year, we're aiming to collect 12000 

vouchers to get Extreme Golf and 10 pin    

bowling equipment so that we can 

broaden the pupils experiences in PE. 
 

So please remember to collect your   

vouchers and donate them to us and help 

spread the word to friends, colleagues and 

neighbours that we're collecting! Every 

voucher is greatly appreciated, and with 

your help we're looking forward to a great 

year.  

Thank you for your support. 

 

OBHS EXTRA CURRICULAR March 2010 
  LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL 

MONDAY 
Year 7 Basketball 
Music Theory (room 30) 
GCSE History Coursework Surgery 
(Room 11—Miss Dawson)            
until 19th March Coursework deadline 

PE GCSE Revision 
 

School Band (in the hall) 

 TUESDAY 
Years 8 & 9 Basketball 
Singing Group (Room 30) 
GCSE History Coursework Surgery 
(as above) 

Years 10 & 11 Hockey 
Years 7 & 8 Netball 
Years 7, 8 & 9 Football 

WEDNESDAY 

  

Years 10 & 11 Basketball  
Jazz Band (Room 30) 
GCSE History Coursework Surgery 
(as above) 

GCSE Badminton 
Year 10 Football 
Years 9, 10 & 11 Netball  
Years 8 & 9 Rugby 

THURSDAY 

  

Basketball - Girls 
GCSE History Coursework Surgery 
(as above) 

GCSE Trampolining 
Years 7, 8 & 9 Hockey 
Years 10 & 11 Rugby 
Year 11 Football 

FRIDAY GCSE History Coursework Surgery 
(as above) 

 

Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm GCSE History revision will commence after the coursework deadline. Please see 
classroom teacher for further details. 



KEEP TIDY 

 
Specialist Sports Status 

Parents and carers survey 
 

 
 
As well as enabling our youngsters to develop their leadership skills and encouraging all of us in the Old       
Buckenham community to seek our personal best, the bid will have a focus on well-being for all. We want       
everybody to stay active and lead a healthy lifestyle. 
 
 
1. Please indicate (X) which of the following you would like to see us offer  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Do you have any other suggestions?  

 

3. Do you have any relevant personal experience that you would be able to offer? 
 

 
 
If yes please write in what capacity. 

 

4. Please provide details of anyone e.g. an individual, a sports’ club or association that would be interested in  
using the school as a base for any of the above. 

 
 

Please return to me by 15 March. Many thanks. 
 
Peter Whear 
Headteacher 

Name of student   Year Group   

Football   Rugby   Cycling   Golf   

Cricket   Netball   Rock-climbing   Orienteering   

Hockey   Basketball   Keep fit   Dance   

Badminton   Tennis   Pilates   Ball room   

Table tennis   Archery   Archery   Aerobics   

Yoga   Adult Learning   Fitness/Gym   Advice on health   

Yes   No   

 

 

 


