
Dear Parent and Carers 
 

My first few weeks have flown by at Old 
Buckenham High School. I have been 
impressed by the hard working staff and 
the attitude of many young people   
wanting to put learning first. 
 

The open meeting with current parents 
was a success and feedback I received 
instigated a general school letter to you 
about homework, student language and 
behaviour on buses. I was very pleased 
to hear many positive things from those 
that came and we all recognise Old 
Buckenham High School is on a journey 

of improvement and working together 
we can make a greater impact on young 
people’s lives. 
 

Our Open Evening for prospective new 
parents (children starting September 
2010) was a tremendous success and 
all the excellent attributes that Old 
Buckenham High School has were very 
apparent in all the activities taking 
place. Well done to all the staff and  
students who were involved. 
 

As we rapidly approach our half term 
(students break-up on Friday October 
23rd and return to school on Tuesday 

November 3rd – November 2nd is a 
training day) it is important we maintain 
high expectations for all our young   
people. Please support us by checking 
on homework and on-going coursework, 
asking how they are making progress 
and what is it they need to do to       
improve further. 
 

Over the half-term break we are        
refurbishing the boys toilets and hope to 
complete the girls by the end of the 
Christmas break. The Governors are 
being very supportive in allowing us to 
take small but important measures to 

Dates for your diaryDates for your diaryDates for your diaryDates for your diary    
 

 
8th October: Year 7 Settling In  
   evening 
 

12th October: Year 11 Berlin Trip 
   Parents evening 
 

14th October: High School Choirs 
   Festival, St Andrew’s 
   Hall 
 

18th October: ‘Masque of the Red 
   Death’ rehearsal  
   1pm—6pm  
 

19th October: Years 8, 10 & 11 
   HPV vaccinations 
 

20th October: Post 16 evening 
 

21st October: Berlin History Trip 
 

23rd October: Last day of half-term 
 

2nd November: Staff training day 
 

School resumes on Tuesday 3rd          
November which is a week B 
 

8th November: ‘Masque of the Red
    Death’ Rehearsal  
    1pm-6pm 
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Governors’ News 
There has been a change of personnel 
at the top, after two fantastic,            
energetic, productive years, Chris     
Talbot has stepped down as Chair of 
Governors, to be replaced by Martin 
Ungless. Chris will continue to serve as 
a Parent Governor, and we are          
delighted to announce that Alison   
Haylett has agreed to stay on as Vice 
Chair of Governors. Chris’s tenure as 
Chair was marked by interesting times, 
when the Governors had to deal with 
some particularly demanding and    
complex issues. Chris was required to 
have the judgement of Solomon and 
the patience of Job. Both of which,   
fortunately for us, he turned out to 
have.  
All of the other Governors wish to     
extend their thanks for the professional 
way in which Chris conducted himself 
as Chair, and the enormous strides   
forward which he oversaw. Chris was 

instrumental in both bringing in, and 
driving forward, many significant      
improvements to the Governing Body 
and to the School, and leaves this role 
having also set the School on the brink 
of a number of other successes.  
One of these vital plans is to try and 
secure Specialist Status for the School. 
A Specialism focuses the good activities 
in the school, and brings many benefits, 
not just to the area of the Specialism, 
but to all parts of the School, making 
big improvements to every child’s          
education. Not least of the bonuses of 
Specialism is extra income for            
improving facilities and for teaching. 
Part of the requirements for this     
funding is that some of it is matched 
locally. Whilst the Friends of the School 
have so far raised thousands, with their 
heroic commitment, generosity, and 
hard work, we still need more money. 
The Government’s idea is that local 
businesses sponsor schools, so, if      
anyone knows a local business with an 
interest in sponsoring our School, do 
please put them in touch with us—
there is so much which could benefit 
both organisations. 
Contact Governors at: 

 

governors@oldbuckenhamhigh.norfolk.sch.uk 
If you would like to receive a  colour newsletter by email,  

please send your details to: ahassan1@red.esinet.org.uk 

improve the Old Buckenham High 
School environment. 
 

With much thanks for your continued 
support, 
 

Mr M Rose 
Headteacher 



  LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL 

MONDAY Basketball Y7 Hockey Y10 & 11 

Trampolining Y8 & 9 

 TUESDAY Basketball Y8/9 Y7 & 8 Football 

Y7 & 8 Netball 

WEDNESDAY 

  

Basketball Y10/11 

  

Y9/10 & 11 Football 

Y9/10 & 11 Netball 

THURSDAY 

  

PE Detention Hockey Y7/8 & 9 

Rugby Y10 & 11 

 

EXTRA CURRICULAR PE  
September 09 

 

Congratulations!!Congratulations!!Congratulations!!Congratulations!!    
    

Last week eight Year 11 students were nominated by their Heads of House for the 
 positions of Head Boy and Head Girl and were formally interviewed by Mr Rose  
and myself.  Without exception they all impressed us immensely with their  
maturity, positive attitude, pride in the school and their ideas for further enhancing  
life at Old Buckenham for their fellow students. 
 
 

All eight will form the Senior Senate, being led by the Head Boy and Head Girl.  
 The results of the interviews are as follows:  
 

Head Boy:   Oliver Chapman 
Head Girl:   Jessica Underwood 
Deputy Head Boy:  Peter Dunsmore 
Deputy Head Girl:  Danielle Haylett 
 
 

The following students form the rest of the Senior Senate: 
 

Matthew Barnett 
Victoria Holland 
Kate Lanchester 
Ryan Searle 
 
 

I know they will make the most of this opportunity to work together as a team and I look forward to seeing their ideas 
come to fruition during the coming year. 
 

Well done to you all! 
 

Mrs L Howells 
Assistant Head 



Music Department - Extra-Curricular Timetable  
 

from 14th September 2009 

 

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Lunch 

12:30 – 1:00 

Music Keyboard/ 
Computer Club 

(Room 30) 

Singing Group 

(Room 30) 

Jazz Band 
(Room 30) 

    

After School 

Show Band (in 
the Hall) – 5pm 

Show rehearsals 

– see schedule 

Show rehearsals 

– see schedule 

Show rehearsals 

– see schedule 

Show rehearsals 
– see schedule 

 
 

Performing Arts Dept Calendar Dates 
 
 

 

Wed 14th Oct High School Choirs’ Festival at St Andrew’s Hall 
 

Sun 18th Oct Masque of the Red Death rehearsal 1pm – 6pm 
Sun 8th Nov Masque of the Red Death rehearsal 1pm – 6pm 
Mon 9th Nov Masque of the Red Death rehearsal 3:30 – 6pm 
Tue 10th Nov    Masque of the Red Death rehearsal all day, until 4pm  
                           (Cast off timetable all day) 
Wed 11th Nov Masque of the Red Death performance 7:30pm 
Fri 13th Nov Masque of the Red Death performance 7:30pm 
Sat 14th Nov Masque of the Red Death performances 3:30 & 7:30pm 
 

Tue 15th Dec Christmas Show 7:30pm 
 

Wed 10th Feb Inter-house Music Competition 7pm 
 

Wed 10th Mar Spring Concert 7:30pm 
 

Wed 17th Mar Years 7-10 Drama production 7:30pm 
Fri 19th Mar Years 7-10 Drama production 7:30pm 
Sat 20th Mar Years 7-10 Drama production 7:30pm 
 

Tues 30th Mar GCSE Drama public performance 6pm 
Wed 31st Mar GCSE Drama exam  
Wed 7th Jul Summer Concert 7:30pm 
 

Norfolk High School Choirs Festival 
 

On Wednesday 14th October around 25 
girls (why no boys??!!) will travel to St 
Andrew’s Hall, Norwich, to participate in 
the 2009 Norfolk High School Choirs   
Festival, under the direction of Mike 
Brewer (Director of the National Youth 
Choirs of Great Britain). They will        
rehearse during the day, before singing 
an evening concert at 7:30pm.  Parents 
wishing to support the concert can    
obtain tickets on the door, at £5 each, to 
cover the cost of hiring the venue – we 
hope to see many of you there. 

Masque of the Red Death 
 

At the time of writing we are almost half way 
through the rehearsals of what is shaping up 
to be our biggest collaboration yet.  Please 
make a note of the performance dates in 
your diary (see dates section) as there is no 
show without an audience, and the audience 
is you!  We intend to keep ticket prices to 
the minimum level needed to cover the   
expense of set building, costume hire,   
lighting hire and photocopying – please do 
support the work of so many of our pupils. 

New Music Practice Rooms 
 

At long last, the long-awaited Music Practice Rooms      
conversion has been completed, providing our musicians 
with three brand new soundproofed spaces in which to 
rehearse, and for small group work during curriculum time, 
as well as providing some more much-needed storage 
space for the Music department.  I hope after half term to 
open the rooms up for individuals or small groups to book 
at lunchtime for rehearsals – watch this space for further 
details.  OBHS musicians owe a huge debt of gratitude to 
Mrs Hector for her determination as Acting Business    
Manager in getting this project completed, and to Martin 
Ungless as Chair (last year) of the Governors’ Premises 
Committee – thank you to both! 

Peripatetic Music Lessons 
 

Pupils wishing to begin        
lessons in woodwind, brass, 
drums or guitar after half term 
should collect an application 
form from Mrs Fraser in the 
school office asap.  We are 
currently reviewing the       
singing provision, and hope to 
provide more places soon.  
Current rates are £14.50 per 
lesson for brass and drums, 
£12.50 for woodwind, and £10 
for guitar. 



KEEP TIDY 

    

Leukaemia ResearchLeukaemia ResearchLeukaemia ResearchLeukaemia Research    
 

At the end of the summer term a group of 
students took on the might of the Old     
Buckenham staff rounders team. The aim, to          
embarrass teachers  alongside  raising money 
for Leukaemia Research.  
 

The upper school succeeded on both counts 
beating the staff team by half a rounder. The 
staff however did go on to take the win in the 
lower school game on a very wet Thursday 
lunchtime.  
 

The event raised a total of  £92.11.  
 

A big thank you to everyone involved. 

 

 
 

Connexions Drop-in Clinic 
 
 

We would like to welcome our new Connexions  
Norfolk Personal Advisor, Ellen Alexander.  
 
Although based in Thetford, she will be stationed at 
the Connexions Info-point, at the back of the Library, 
on Mondays. Here she will speak to students about 
their choices in life and give advice, information and 
guidance on courses, careers and jobs.  
 
If any pupil would like to speak to Mrs Alexander 
then please fill out a card (obtained from the Library) 
and hand to Mrs Hassan or the Office. Mrs Alexander 
will then contact you via the register with an          
appointment date and time. 
 

 

The School Council have been busy deciding on how to make this year’s Children In Need day even more     
charitable. 
 

They put forward lots of suggestions but the one that seemed to tick all the boxes was for us to hold an indoor 
fayre at lunchtime on the day itself. 
 
Each form will be asked to set up a stall and the stall that raises the most money will receive a prize! 
 
 

We would also like to hold a raffle and would be very grateful 
 if anyone has any prizes they could donate for this worthwhile  
cause. Please send in any donations to the school office, with 
 your name and address as we like to acknowledge and thank  
everyone who  supports us . 
 

It will of course be the usual optional non-uniform day with  
pupils being asked to donate £1 if they wish to come to school  
in casual clothes. Alternatively pupils can come in in fancy  
dress  and the theme that received the most votes this year  
was ‘Super heroes’. 
 
 


