Dear Parents and Carers,

I wonder how many of you saw the
report from Old Buckenham on the
BBC Politics Show on Sunday 31
January? You will find a link to the
programme on our website at
www.oldbuckenhamhighschool.co.uk
What an excellent opportunity it was
to announce our intention to become
a Specialist Sports College! The Year
11 students who were filmed in the
school gym were very pleased to see
themselves on television of course.

A Sports Specialism will bring
additional funding from the
Government to improve our facilities
but we also need to raise at least
£50,000 by way of private sponsor-
ship. If you are interested in finding
out more about this, or if you would
like to contribute in any way, please
contact me.

The first half term of 2010 has been
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the energy,
enthusiasm and commitment shown
by the staff here do not cease to
amaze me - they have earned the
right to relax over the half-term. Of

incredibly busy and

course some of the staff will be
accompanying students on the annual
ski trip, this year to Livigno in
Northern Italy. | know everyone in the
group is looking forward to some
great skiing and | wish them buon
viaggio e buona fortuna!

Year 11 students have been busy
starting their programmes of revision
after the GCSE mocks and after
having received their final school
reports prior to the Parents’ Evening
in January. Year 9s have been
making their KS4 Option choices
which now include a choice of Young
Apprenticeships, 5 different Diploma
courses as well as the familiar
GCSEs.

Governors’ News

Governors are really pleased with the
way a whole raft of School improvements
have already begun under Peter Whear’s
leadership, none more so than his decision
to apply for Sports Specialism. Governors
were delighted to approve this strategy at
their most recent Full Board Meeting.

A school specialism is a wonderful
opportunity to improve teaching learning
and facilities throughout the School and
not just in the area of the Specialism. So,
Governors would urge all parents and
carers to support our Specialist bid in every
way which you can, it will have a big,
positive impact on your children’s
education and their enjoyment of School,
regardless of whether or not they are
‘sporty’.

Specialism brings with it additional
funding which will be invaluable to our
School, however as with so many of these
Government initiatives the School is asked
to produce a degree of matching funds.
The Friends of Old Buckenham High School
have already raised heroic amounts for this

purpose, and Governors would like to
thank them for this on behalf of the whole
School Community. Thank you Friends,
from the bottom of our hearts.

The School does however have a
distance to go in finding the full amount
required, so if any parent owns, works for,
or simply knows of a business which might
be interested in sponsoring Old
Buckenham High School towards our
Specialism, please do contact the Head or
Chair of Governors. We should be
delighted to discuss with you how such an
act of generosity might also be of benefit
to your business.

One last note is for Governors to say
goodbye and thank you to Vicky Nailor for
all her hard work as a Parent Governor.
Vicky is stepping down due to work
commitments and we shall need to replace
her soon. So, please consider standing as a
Parent Governor when the School asks for
volunteers, it is a very real opportunity to
help shape the future of your children’s
School.

| intend the web3|te to be an important
source of information for parents,
carers and students and over the next
few weeks, you will see some
significant improvements. Any feed-
back that you have will be gratefully
accepted.

These few weeks have been
exhilarating for me and the many
parents and carers whom | have met
know that | have not yet lost the smile
from my face! Old Buckenham High
School is a wonderful community and
as | said at the start of term, | am
honoured to be the Headteacher.
Thank you for your welcome.

| wish you all a peaceful and safe
half-term.

Peter Wheair,
Headteacher

Dates for your diary

10th February: Interhouse Music
Competition 7pm
11th February: Year 9 reports issued
12th February: Hand in option forms
12th February: Last day of half-term

School resumes on Monday 22nd
February which is a week A

10th March: Spring Concert
7.30pm

11th March: Year 10 Parents
Evening

17th March: Years 7-10 Drama
Production 7.30pm

19th March: Years 7-10 Drama
Production 7.30pm

20th March: Years 7-10 Drama
Production 7.30pm

30th March: GCSE Drama Public

Performance6.00pm

If you would like to receive a colour newsletter by email,
please send your details to:



Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers

Once again we are asking for your
help in collecting these vouchers.
They are very useful as we are able
to purchase some excellent equipment.

Please bring them into the School
Office or hand to the PE
Department.

Many thanks,
Mr Dwight

Spring Concert

The next date in the
Music diary is the Spring
Concert on Wednesday
10t March, which
promises to contain a
diverse mix of music
from the School Band,
Jazz Band, Singing
Group, Rock Workshop,
Drama Workshop and a
variety of small groups
and solo items. Please do
support our pupils by
joining the audience — the
show starts at 7:30pm,
entry £2 on the door.

Online mathematics help

The mathematics department knows how
important home support for learning can be.
We have an annual subscription to

mymaths.co.uk,

This site has lessons in all topic areas, for
all abilities, as well as revision material. The
site also provides the capacity to have your
work marked immediately. Please can any
pupils who have forgotten the login name or
password see their classroom teacher or
Mr Rafter.

Inter-house Music Festival

Rehearsals are well under way for the 2nd annual Inter-
house Music Festival on Wednesday 10t February (7pm in
the Hall). Each house has prepared three performances, one
in each of the Band, Solo/Duet and Choir categories, which
will be performed in a 75-minute concert before a panel of
three professional judges.

This year I am particularly pleased to announce the panel
which includes Mr Kenneth lan Hytch, 2009/10 President of
the Incorporated Society of Musicians (ISM), who alongside
his colleagues Jan Hytch (Director of Top Brass) and Peter
Lee (Director of Music, Eye Parish Church, Suffolk) will
award the Governors’ Cup to the winning house; and the Ely
Award to the individual who makes the greatest contribu-
tion to the evening.

Parents, friends and staff are cordially invited to attend the
festival - entry will be just £1 on the door to cover the costs
of the festival, while entry for all pupils, whether performing
or not, is free. Please do come along and support the work of
our young musicians.

Music Theory help

A new music club begins after half term for all those pupils aiming
to pass Music Theory grade exams. In particular this is aimed at
pupils who need to pass Grade 5 Theory (you cannot enter for
Grade 6+ practical until you have passed Grade 5 Theory), and will
take the form of an informal drop-in session.

Pupils will be welcome to bring their lunch and their theory
workbooks, and can work through the books at their own pace or
ask for help when needed.

If enough pupils are at a similar stage in their leaning we may
undertake some whole-class teaching of certain topics. The Music
Theory Workshop will run on Monday lunchtimes in Room 30 with
Mrs Winters - all years welcome.

The Most Special Gift

The first move is always the hardest,
But once made, the rewards are endless,
At the time when Cupid is busiest,
You should feel no need to impress.

For if you are to find love,
Then just be yourself,
And wait for the light to shine on you from above,
There will be no need to prove oneself.

To all of you who are in love this Valentines Day,
Spend time with your dearest loved one,
Don’t stay alone and throw the chance away,
Because then your love may come undone.

Don’t forget the most special gift in this cold weather,
Is that special bond you both share together.

By Gareth Townsend OBHS Poet Laureate 2010



Band of the RAF Regiment

On Wednesday 20" January we were
extremely fortunate to welcome the Band
of the RAF Regiment to give a 45-minute
concert to all pupils in Year 7-9, plus GCSE
Musicians. The band visited us on the
third day of their annual winter schools’
tour across the country, and we are one of
only a few schools visited this year.

Pupils enjoyed medleys of film music and
TV themes, conducted by Chief Technician
Martin Kershaw, followed by some solo
items; a saxophone quintet performing a
memorable rendition of the Pink Panther
Theme (with expert triangle-ist); before
finishing with a selection from Pirates of
the Carribean.

Special thanks must go to Miss Dawson
for her expert and enthusiastic guest
conducting spot for the Austin Powers
Theme (apologies from Mr Hilton and
Mrs Hector for the set-up!!)

We are pleased to be able to offer these
opportunities to pupils, many of whom
might never otherwise hear such an
ensemble live, and hope to organise
similar events in the future.

O2 Arena Trip

On Thursday 28t January, 50 pupils and 17 parents, accompanied by

Mr Hilton and Mrs Winters, travelled by coach to London’s Oz Arena, to
participate in the ‘Voice in a Million’ concert in aid of BAAF, the British
Association of Adoption and Fostering. We joined a massed choir of 5000
schoolchildren to provide the backing chorus for 13 songs, interspersed
with solo and group items, and a range of celebrities involved with the
event.

Thanks go to parents Mr & Mrs Van den Berg, Ms Latimer, Mrs Ore,

Mrs Warwick and Mrs Moorhouse who volunteered to act as chaperones
for the day, supervising pupils on the trip alongside the school staff.

As always our pupils were impeccably behaved throughout a very long
day, and were still singing the songs on our return to school at 1am!

The day was a fantastic experience for all concerned, and will leave the
pupils with a lasting memory of a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to perform
at such a fabulous venue as the Oz Arena. Participants can purchase a CD
album of the concert or a CD of professional photographs from
www.voiceinamillion.com.

OBHS EXTRA CURRICULAR February 2010

LUNCHTIME AFTER SCHOOL

MONDAY

School Band (in the hall)

Music Theory (room 30)

TUESDAY

Singing Group (Room 30)

WEDNESDAY

Jazz Band (Room 30)

THURSDAY



OBHS Haiti Appeal If anyone has got any plants

hits the target! that have outgrown their
house, or just need re-homing
Our Senior Senate, Headgirl and Headboy were asked to spearhead our campaign | we would be very grateful for
to raise funds for the Haiti Earthquake Appeal. They came up with some excellent th £ School

ideas and a target to aim towards of £1500. During a week of activities this target ¢m IoT our 5chool.
was exceeded with the school raising over £1550! Here’s how we got there:

Cake Sale = £243 Donations can

Form Quiz = £125 be brought in
Mr Armstrong Beard On/Off vote = £121 to the School
Non-uniform day = £913
Options evening collection = £106 Office.
Smarties Challenge = £50

We would like to thank everyone who
baked and decorated cakes, took part in Many thanks
the quiz and donated money towards
this worthwhile cause.

C:{‘E‘N HAM C‘ EXTENDED SCHOOLS INFO & HALF TERM ACTIVITIES
O ¢
N .= . 2 E‘,‘.& Holiday Activities- As we are rapidly approaching half term, please see
a o =~ below some of the holiday activities for the 11-16 year old age group which
0O g _,g'! are taking place in and around our cluster or local area.

Website news- Sarah Jacklin (the Parent Support Adviser) and I are currently working on a website
which we hope will be another way to get information to you regarding what is happening with extended
schools provision and parent support in our cluster. It will tell you what's going on either during term fime
or during the holidays and there will also be lots of useful links to other services which we hope will be
helpful. We will let you know when this goes live.

Many thanks
Alex Hunter - Extended Schooly Coordinator

Activities for 11-16 year olds

Breckland Council Sports

Are you aged between 11-16 years old?

= Are you interested in trying sports such as Football, Boxing or Street Dance?

< Maybe you have played these sports but have since dropped out, or perhaps have
never had the opportunity?

This is your chance to either get back into it or try something for the first timel

Breckland Council is offering sessions in all of the above sports in a Market Town near you over the February half-
term. For more information on times and venues, please visit www.breckland.gov.uk from January and look out for
flyers at your school to register your interest.

All activities cost £1.00 each.

Parents will be required to complete a parental consent form.

Boys Hip Hop Dance with Banxy (11-16yrs old)

These sessions are designed for those with little or no dance experience.

Monday 15" February 11.00am-4.00pm (with an hour for lunch)
Thetford Leisure Centre

Workshops are free but booking is essential.
To book call: 01362 656870 or email: sam.dawson@breckland.gov.uk



Greater Norwich Development Partnership — Joint Core Strategy

. Norfolk County Council

The Big Conversation — stimulating the thinking!

You may be aware that there are proposals for new housing in your area. We are working with our

partners to consider the implications for schools and other Children’s Services.

We know from the work that we are doing with the schools in the Primary Capital Programme and the
Building Schools for the Future programme, that 21% century schools will be very different places from

the models with which we are familiar.

We would like to share with you some of the exciting ideas and influences that will shape the way chil-
dren and young people are likely to learn in the future so that pupils, parents/carers and members of the

community can have an informed voice in the development and design of local facilities.

We have arranged meetings in each of the main growth areas

Development Centre

Wymondham Robert Kett Junior School 3 March at 6 pm

Easton/Costessey Easton College 11 March at 6 pm
Long Stratton St Mary’s Junior School 17 March at 6 pm
North Norwich/Thorpe Norwich Professional 24 March at 6 pm

South Norwich/Hethersett

City of Norwich School

25 March at 6 pm

We look forward to seeing you at one of the meetings




HAITI Quiz

We thought you might like to have a go at our quiz yourselves. The worthy winners on the day were
form 8F captained by Mrs. Winters. They were presented with a beautiful Gold Cup, very kindly
donated by Diss Trophy Centre.

You can get the answers from the link on our website www.oldbuckenhamhighschool.co.uk

Round One - General Knowledge

1.In what year did the World Wide Web (WWW) become publicly available?

2.Who wrote 'The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas'?

3.Which artist's work includes a cow and a calf sliced in half, and is called ‘Mother and child divided'
4.What do they call the 3 metre tall aliens on the planet Pandora in the film ‘Avatar’?

5.What is the French word for soup?

6.Who was Prime Minister immediately after John Major?

7.Name the green Teletubbie?

8.Who was King of England during the plague and the Great Fire of London?

=
Round Two - Sport . o

Who is England's cricket captain?

Who won the Wimbledon Men's single final last year?

Who holds the 100m sprint world record?

In what sport is an 'Ollie’ used?

In what country are the 2016 Olympics being held?

What is a horse normally measured in?

What position in Netball is allowed on the largest area of the court?
Which female won 2 gold medals for swimming at the last Olympic games?

e B A G S e

Round Three - Music

What is the best selling album of all time?

What was the best selling single of 2009 in the UK Singles Chart?

Who composed Nessun Dorma, famously sung by Pavarotti in the 1990 World Cup?
Whose 2008 album was titled ‘Only By The Night'?

What year was Band Aid founded?

Who came second on X-Factor 2009?

In what year was Apple's iPod launched?

How many strings does a regular acoustic guitar have?

e B A G o S e

Round Four - Guinness World Records

1. Inwhat year was the first email sent?
2. What is the highest recorded Scrabble score?
3. What is the longest running science fiction TV series?
4. How old was the oldest person to begin primary school?
5. What is the longest time someone has held their breath under water for?
6.  How many planets, not orbiting our sun, had been discovered by
24 April last year?
7.  How long was the longest TV commercial?
8.  How long was the longest carrot, in metres and cm?
L7
'I. 1 i |
Good Luck!

KEEP M TIDY



